CHAPTER IV
WEARING  HIMSELF  OUT
** Hardly in modern times has a man arisen from the people who,
unattracted by the enticements of wealth and pleasure, and
unbent either by praise or abuse, has remained so faithful to
the class to which he belongs."
Bruce Glasier at LL.P. 8th Annual Conference.
WHEN, in 1900, he was sent for the second time
to the House of Commons, Keir Hardie's position
was far stronger than it had been in 1892. He
had established a tradition of leadership. He
was known throughout the country. " By day
and night," as was said of him by the comrade
quoted above, " often weary and often wet, he
had trudged from town to city in every corner
of the land." So famous had he become that
he was pressed to be a candidate for election
in two constituencies. In those days the voters
did not all poll on the same day. He was beaten
at Preston (Lancashire) ; he was victorious at
Merthyr in Wales after spending only twenty-
four hours in the district and speaking at no
more than three meetings.
The LL.P. had been through a lean period :
it was forced to fight for existence : it had won.
Slowly it was pounding the idea of Socialism
into British heads, making here and there en-
thusiastic converts, forcing the nation to under-
stand that politics could no longer be the familiar
sham fight between the two old Parties committed
to Capitalism, but a real struggle between the
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